
New York Climate Week 2026

Preliminary insights from Apolitical’s 2026 survey on adapting to an era of shocks

Only 1 in 6 public servants think their 
governments are doing enough 

to prepare for climate shocks
Climate extremes, geopolitical instability, supply-chain failure, economic crises and cyber threats 
increasingly overlap and compound, complicating life in government. Our survey of public servants suggests 
that governments are not ready for the complex realities of the decade ahead. We can help them prepare. 

Only Only Public servants feel

1 in6 1in3 2x
say their government is 
doing enough on climate

feel equipped to handle 
major disruptions

more confident tackling disruption 
when they’ve had relevant training

WHAT WE’RE LEARNING

Public servants rank climate change lowest 

on the list of the issues they feel their 
governments are prepared for

Even as climate shocks impact more departments, more 
frequently, public officials say their governments are not 
preparing sufficiently; especially compared to other areas. Competing priorities

Barriers reflect a lack of prioritisation

When asked what's stopping governments from doing more, 
respondents name obstacles that highlight a mismatch between 
political priorities and the realities of these climate impacts.

Insufficient budget 67%

78%

Share who say their government is 
doing enough, by resilience AREA

Poor coordination

Lack of political will 57%

66%

Pandemics & health

Disaster management 30%

36%

Better training can bolster preparedness

Geopolitical risk

Cybersecurity

Financial resilience

Supply chains 20%

23%

25%

26%
Public servants who’ve had some training are twice as likely 
to feel confident to prepare for these shocks, but confidence 
levels are still low. More targeted training could further equip 
public servants to build the resilience governments need. 

15% 36%
Climate change 15% of those who have not had 

traininG feel confident
of those who have had 
training feel confident
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https://apolitical.surveysparrow.com/s/Adapting-to-an-era-of-shocks-Apolitical-2026-Survey/tt-z4qu1
https://eu.sprw.ai/stt-z4qu1
https://apolitical.co/en/pages/preview-page-government-resilience-campus

